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In order to deal with new transitions in the living environ-
ment, It becomes more and more necessary to connect the 
rural countryside to the urbanised area’s around the city. In 
Fryslân a relatively low densified part of the Netherlands, the 
11 cities have always been quite well connected to the sur-
rounding landscape but this system is under pressure due to 
new transitions in both the countryside and the urban area’s. 
The energytransition, climate adaptation, biodiversity en 
housing ask for new answers and different use of space. 

In the design research series Lines to the landscape we try to 
integrate different systems( water, land agriculture, nature, 
infrastructure) and imagine new ways to synthesize them in 
times where we are in need of new energy-sources, new ways 
of living and other ways of transportation. In 2020 and 2021 
we started the research series with students from Lund in the 
region Fryslan and the city Leeuwarden.   

This land behind the dike, where people always have dealth 
with the presence of water and with the climate changes 
ahead, it is challenge to image creative solutions for the 
future of European regions alike. The series Lines to the 
Landscape is part of a long term agreement between the city 
of Leeuwarden and the Province of Fryslan to share research 
by design as a way to create a better living environment for 
the future.

The student proposals create new sections of a future  
inhabited landscape, a living landscape where visionary 
transitions can take place, without disturbing the typical 
spatial qualities of the north of the Netherlands. 
 In this third expedition we take the railway zone through 
Leeuwarden as a point of departure in order to create a bet-
ter embedded situation for the The city of Leeuwarden and 
its surrounded landscape.

INTRODUCTION TO THE RESEARCH SERIES LINES TO THE LANDSCAPE 2020- 2023

Images from LINES TO THE LANDSCAPE 1 and 2
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CONTEXT 

IN SEARCH FOR A RURAL URBANISM ALONG THE RAILWAY ZONE
Now that the Spoordok area vision has been established, urban living in Leeu-
warden can be made more attractive, especially if development brings the city 
and rural area closer together. The rural area can become a knowledge and pro-
duction landscape that has a stronger physical connection with the city. 
Conversely, the qualities of the city will be more accessible to residents in the 
rural area. The vision merges economic activity, agricultural production, hou-
sing and recreation. If the surroundings of the municipality of Leeuwarden 
could incorporated more rural centres, the city and its surroundings could 
become a cohesive and sustainable living environment.

In the third expedition in the lines to the landscape series, we explore this new 
coherence and how it can help the city of the future become more resilient. We 
focus on the railway zone as an important development area for the city. Right 
now it is in many places both a social and fysical barriere, blocking a future 
development for a healthy and undivided city. New ways of mobility and public 
space can help to create this sustainable future.

On one hand, Spoordok offers space for innovation and knowledge clusters 
to flourish, perhaps in the form of a new centralization of functions related to 
education, research and technological innovations. In this programmatic com-
bination of living and working, specific assignments can be found and explored 
while designing on both the scale of the environment, but also more zoomed 
in on concrete locations.

On the other hand, the ambition to further develop the Spoordok area for the 
entire railway zone of Leeuwarden creates opportunities to give this zone spe-
cial significance at the urban level while connecting more intimately with the 
surrounding landscape and villages. As a result, the railway zone can become a 
renewed line to the landscape, where the city and rural area can be a template 
and a counter template. The possible arrival of the Lelylijn also presents oppor-
tunities to develop a different vision for a future rail connection from the south 
side of Leeuwarden. The new Werpsterhoek station will also be important as a 
gateway, a ‘front station to the city’.
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ASSIGNMENT 

Research by Design helps to define assignments, programmes and typology in 
order to discover the necessary development strategies and to explore possible 
connections in a spatial sense. New commissioning in the relationship to chan-
ging legislation also responds to the urgency to base area development on a 
multitude of investigated options, in both spatial and social terms. Importantly, 
high pressure on the housing market necessitates redirecting the non-residen-
tial programme and also adopting a different relationship between housing 
and public space. The arrival of the Lelylijn (high-speed train connecting the 
randstad and the north of the Netherlands) and the new station in Middelzee is 
an opportunity to define the rail zone differently in relation to accessibility and 
alternative transport concepts. Moreover, there are opportunities to link the rail 
zone in a logical and more accessible way to the green lung of the Potmarge 
and the Dokkumer Ee, by bridging urban barriers (water/rail/ roads) in the theme 
‘the accessible city’.

We ask the study groups to develop and imagine an integral narrative within 
which the following (sub) assignments can be investigated (as a zoom in):

Designing a counter-mold with urban/landscape greenery that not only forms 
a beautiful living environment for the urban dweller, but can also connects the 
city and the surrounding landscape – lines to the landscape: designing and 
visualizing this “non-residential programme”. This also includes interventions 
that contribute to the vitality of the city and proposes climate-adaptive forms 
(e.g., water retention). It is also interesting to consider, at city level, how the 
new rail zone could be linked as a green/blue network to the Dokkumer Ee and 
the Potmarge, and how the rail zone towards the eastern perimeter of the city 
could be shaped.

Another task is to find insight into the extent to which Nylân sports park could 
be better embedded as a sports and public park in the routing from the city 
to the outside. How can the station-Spoordok-sportpark-Nylân-Middelzee zone  
become a green carpet for the city? How could new residential functions 
strengthen the concept? How can existing (infrastructural) barriers be removed?

The students will seek to design new (and flexible) urban functions that can land 
in this zone and that partly give the rail zone a face. There are also opportunities 
here to give educational institutions a place in which the (physical) relationship 
with the Dairy campus can also be an interesting point of departure. Another 
consideration is the concept of temporary housing that can be used flexibly.

The research question is: how can the development of the Spoorzone
redefine the relationship between city and countryside?
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PROCESS AND EDUCATIONAL METHOD

WEEK 36 (LUND SWEDEN)
Preparation of the field work
In groups of four the city of Leeuwarden and Friesland is investigated. Groups 
are formed for the study trip, collecting as much as possible online information.

WEEK 37 (LUND SWEDEN)
Preparation before the research task 
An introduction to the Leeuwarden is given a week before the study trip takes 
place Continuation with preparation and ideas discussion 

WEEK 38 (LEEUWARDEN) 
Fieldwork
Together with Leeuwarden specialists we will have design workshop, fieldwork, 
and excursions activities to get aquainted with the context .
The students will present their first ideas and proposals for the area to the local 
politicians on the last day of the fieldtrip.

WEEK 39 – 45 (LUND SWEDEN)
Continuation on the design definition of the project at the studio with tutorials and 
presentations of ideas, mid and final critique. Lectures and seminars parallel to the 
the theory course.
The assignment will be conducted with in a tentative method, with the parti-
cipation of the course teachers, external teachers and critics with the Leeuwar-
den colleagues. Student participation, inputs and contributions to your fellow 
students’ projects are part of the working method. Research and design will 
reinforce each other

WEEK 46 (LUND SWEDEN)
 Final presentations together with critics from Leeuwarden and Friesland.
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FINDINGS 

The results of this third edition of Lines to the landscape consists of 11 spatial 
narratives about development models for the city of Leeuwarden and its con-
nection to the countryside. The proposals deal with the relation between the 
new railway track (the Lelylijn), the transformation of Spoordok area around 
the station and it’s fysical barriers and social barriers in the city. The overall 
ambition is to understand the specific qualities and own identity of Leeuwar-
den and it’s surrounding landscape and villages, for the future. We have found 
three different theme’s which are explained here. 

FROM OUTSIDE (IDENTITY) TO THE INSIDE
The city-country juxtaposition has been studied, in which the rural area is not 
thought of as opposed to the urban area, but as a spatially integrated living 
space. Many proposals explore the idea of urbanization through the develop-
ment process. This results, for example, in concepts in which the growth of the 
city can be thought of from the outside in. The ideas that can be ‘learned’ from 
the rural area are shared, precisely in order to discover a specific urban character 
for a city such as Leeuwarden. The relationship is also established with a desired 
metropolitan lighting area such as a railway dock, for which this appreciation of 
landscape qualities is considered important. Villages and the rural area are used 
as development potential for the further development and greening of the urban 
area (Leeuwarden).

THE SYMBIOTIC CITY
The symbiotic city in which natural values are brought into balance with an 
urban culture. The objective of greening the city is expressed in various proposals 
that bring more greenery and water to the city and increase its connections and 
accessibility to the rural area. A changing idea of urban space is explored; in the 
case of Leeuwarden, the city can (re)discover and/or renew its own identity as a 
future Symbiocity. To represent this theme, many proposals have explored diffe-
rent approaches to agriculture, new concepts for living and sustainable modes of 
mobility.

IN BETWEEN SPACE AS DRIVING FORCE
The public space as liminal space; the transitional space that organizes new forms 
of use between public and private, the collective and the individual. The tempo-
rary use of space is often a means of accelerating the development of the city 
and investigating interventions (e.g., via placemaking; inviting the involvement 
and active participation of citizens. It is the urban dweller who, by involving the 
rural environment of the city in his or her living environment, allows it to breathe. 
It is the task of politics to remove hard and physical barriers that block this, just as 
social barriers within the city must be softened and removed.
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		  Results from the design expedition

		  The next pages show the design results of the expedition. Each group has made  
		  a spread of 4 pages in which there results and solutions are presented.

GROUP 1 	 STRENGTHENING IDENTITIES 
		  Joseph Syrett, Sabine Kees, Sara Gudmundsdóttir, Olof Nilsson

GROUP 2 	 TEMPORAL TIES 
		  Cassandra Shallcross, Emilie Chirico Indrebro, Mateusz Pura, Matilda Lundqvist

GROUP 3 	 THE GREEN SPINE 
		  Melike Kavali, Pedro Suzan Moi, Sophie Sjöberg

GROUP 4 	 BLEEUWARDEN 
		  Johanna Toumieux, Maxime Petersen, Melker Eriksson, Sofiia Rakhmanova

 GROUP 5 	 MIDDELSEE CULTURE VESIBULE
		  Kasra Hassani Rejad, Tobias Bryhagen, Vincent Tuma Fischer 

GROUP 6 	 SOFT BORDERS LEEUWARDEN
		  Andrés Tarrés Laia, Lindberg Ida

GROUP 7 	 CONNECTING IDENTITIES
		  Joseph Syrett, Sabine Kees, Sara Gudmundsdóttir

GROUP 8 	 DEALING WITH THE EDGE 
		  Helena Bernalte, Elsa Brynje, Lachlan Mitchell, Marta Pawlowska 

GROUP 9 	 RECONNECTED 
		  Antoni Bielicki, Susana Cuenca Barceló, Hanna Klang Coady, Mia Tjus

GROUP 10 	 RE-LEARNING LANDSCAPE
		  Éléonore Vérant, Raghad Alshaki, Valentin Strohkirch

GROUP 11 	 HOME
		  Nima Bahboubi Mamaghani
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CONTRIBUTORS

NooN	 Idea and concept Lines to the landscape 

Lund university 	 Alex van de Beld, program maker and teacher 
    	 Maria Rasmussen, teacher 
   	 Andreea Marcelu, teacher

City of Leeuwarden	 Christiaan Wallet, sectormanager spatial development
	 Wieger Postma, urban designer
	 Klasien Visser, policy officer dwelling

Provence of Fryslân 	 Stephan Smeijers, advisor Landscape and - spatial quality	
	 Wybren Jorritsma, content facilitator

LOLA landschapsarchitecture	 Eric-Jan Pleijster, introduction lecture green design

WE THANK 
GEDEPUTEERDE DOUWE HOOGLAND, WETHOUDER HEIN DE HAAN 
AND ALL EXPERTS FROM THE CITY AND PROVENCE, WHICH SHOWED, 
WITH A LOT OF ENTHOUSIASM LEEUWARDEN AND THE PROVINCE OF 
FRYSLAN TO THE STUDENTS OF LUND UNIVERSITY . WITHOUT THEM 
THE INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS WOULD NOT HAVE UNDERSTOOD 
THE CONTEXT OF THEIR TASK. 

G
raphic design: Anton Feddem
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